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Philadelphia, Pa., October 22, 1923. 
To the Friends of the American University at Cairo: 

Four weeks ago, I arrived in New York. By the first of February I hope to be on my way 
back to Egypt. Between these two dates lies a task to be accomplished which seems utterly 
impossible. And so it is, but for two factors: God and human friends. 

We do not often use the bulletin for purposes of human appeal, but we do so now. Will 
not every friend of the University think in the most generous terms of what share he can take in 
the present campaign: first, through his own gift; second, by enlisting the help of others. With 
your help, the goal can be reached, without you it cannot. 

Counting on your cooperation, 


na ever, 
Sincerely yours, 


My, aS 
EGYPTIAN INDEPENDENCE PROGRESSES 


Since our last Bulletin, two more milestones have been passed. One was the enactment of 
the Indemnity Bill. This is somewhat hard to describe briefly, but in general it puts the Egyptian 
Government officially behind all acts and decisions belonging to the period of British Military 
Rule during the Great War. ‘ 


The second milestone was the abolition of military rule. This, too, has been accomplished 
without any apparent disturbance or noticeable change. 


Now the country is facing the Elections, with a view to creating a Parliament. All these 
stages in the realization of independence are both interesting and educative, but there is one 
feature of the process, unavoidable to be sure, but which one cannot contemplate without some 
anxiety: it is the steady withdrawal of British officials in all departments of government service. 
This is certain to yield reduced efficiency in all forms of public service. A measure of this we 
must be prepared for, and one may be reconciled to it providing it does not go too far and pro- 
viding it becomes a challenge to the new generation of Egyptians to carry responsibility with 
faithfulness. 


“VIVE ZAGHLOUL PASHA” 


Once more the streets of Cairo rang with the cry, “Vive Zaghloul Pasha.” Flags were fly- 
ing everywhere. Streets were crowded the whole length of the distance from the Cairo Union 
Station to the home of Zaghloul. Thus was this popular national leader welcomed back from 
exile. Madame Zaghloul accompanied him. Yet it is reported that the enthusiasm, while im- 
pressive and universal, was not quite as delirious as on his return from his first exile some two 
years ago. Is Egypt realizing that independence spells responsibilities, as well as glory? That 
self-determination involves dangers as well as honor? As one watches the frenzied enthusiasm 
of the people for this man, one realizes anew that the greatest single factor in the influencing of 
a nation is the capture of a life and the influencing of leadership. What wiil it not mean for the 
future if the University can mould the character and lives of the Zaghloul Pashas of the next 
generation? 
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A NEW COLLEGE YEAR STARTS 


The attitude of the Egyptian Ministry of Education in granting second. government exami- 
nations to all who failed in the first, has left a large section of the Egyptian student world un- 
certain as to its exact scholastic classification. This has handicapped the University greatly in 
the first few weeks of its work. The only enrolment figures available simply indicate that Cairo 
University is continuing to uphold the same rigid entrance requirements as obtained heretofore. 
The fact that 47 per cent. of those who applied for admission have been rejected bears witness 
to this fact. 

Two permanent professors have been added and another has returned to Cairo after a year’s 
furlough in America. Dr. William Eddy, who is to take charge of the English Department, 
sailed for Egypt early in September with his wife and two children. Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. 
Vandersall take up their permanent residence in Egpyt for the first time this fall. Mr. Vander- 
sall, formerly a short term teacher, returns to Egypt as Professor of Physics, after having com- 
pleted a year’s graduate work at the University of Chicago. Mr. Carlton W. McQuiston spent his 
furlough vear at the University of Illinois, specializing in Biology. He, with his wife and three 
children, sailed for Egypt early in August. 

The past year marked the expiration of the appointment of the University’s first group of 
short term teachers—Messrs. Douglass, Matthews and Moser. It will be difficult to fill the 
places of these young men, who gave three of the best years of their lives to the young manhood 
of Egypt. Mr. Currie, another short term teacher, has been forced to return home, because of 
serious eye trouble. The new group of short term men who left America in August, have al- 
ready started on the first of their three years’ work in Egypt. 

At the request of the Board of Trustees, President Watson is spending the first term of the 
college year in America, campaigning for funds for the University work. Mr. and Mrs. Cleland 
are on their furlough and Amir Boktor, Dr. McClenahan’s Egyptian Assistant, is taking a year 
of graduate work at Columbia University. 
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COMMENCEMENT FROM AN ON- 
LOOKER’S VIEWPOINT 


“The First Commencement of the 
American University at Cairo,” writes an 
on-looker, “was a brilliant success. The 
audience included many of the most dis- 
tinguished men of Cairo—five Ministers 
from the King’s Cabinet, the head Sheikh 
of the Azhar University (it is hard to be- 
lieve it, but he was there), the Governor 
of Cairo and last but not least, his Excel- 
lency, Prince Mohammed Ali, the leading 
member of the royal family. The Prince, 
of course, added just the touch that was 
needed for Egypt. He is a brother of the 
ex-Khedive who is now in exile, and is 
quite popular with the people, having 
been an exile himself for three years. His 
English is splendid, and when Dr. Wat- PRINCE MOHAMMED ALI AT THE UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT 
son finished his very: strong speech on (The Prince is seated on the bench at the left.) 
‘Character in Education,’ having stressed 
the element of faith in God, a living, loving, approachable God, the Prince spontaneously rose 
from his chair on the front row, rushed to the platform and shook hands with Dr. Watson, while 
the crowd went wild.” 


THE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTED AT BEIRUT’S INAUGURATION CEREMONIES 


The inauguration of Dr. Bayard Dodge as President of the American University at Beirut, 
was an event of significance to all who are interested in Christian education in the Near East. 
Representatives were present from most of the countries of the Near East. Cairo University was 
glad to pay tribute to the splendid work which has been done by the University at Beirut over the 
past fifty-seven years by sending Professor Russell Galt to represent the University at the in- 
auguration of the new president. President Dodge, the son of Mr. Cleveland H. Dodge, of New 
York City, has been associated with the work of the American University of Beirut since 1913 
and is fully worthy of the honor which he has received. 


DR. MOTT AND MISSIONARY STRATEGY 


The name of Dr. John R. Mott has been associated so constantly with missionary strategy 
that it seems altogether appropriate that under his leadership a series of conferences should be 
projected for the Near East, at which the missionary agencies working in this section of the 
world should meet together to discuss how to make their present forces and resources count for 
the most. These conferences are to be held this coming spring under the! auspices of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and will touch every missionary field of the Near East. The largest 
and most vital problems of missionary policy will come up for review. With all the changes re- 
sulting from the Great War, social, economic and religious, with a new Turkish Turkey in the 
field, a French mandate in Syria, a British protectorate in Palestine, and an independent Egypt, 
there are enough new factors in the missionary situation to warrant a series of conferences for a 
fresh study of the missionary policy in the Moslem lands of the Near East. 

All who followed Dr. Mott’s conferences in the Far East will remember how they stimulated 
unity and cooperation among the Christian forces, leading them more than ever to present a com- 
mon front to the great spiritual forces of evil. What such conferences accomplished for the Far 
East, it is hoped the proposed conferences will accomplish for the Near East, where the problems 
are more intricate and the situation more acute. 


THE MUD VILLAGE WORK—MOSLEM STUDENTS TAKE PART 


Perhaps the two most outstanding impressions of a mud village are its filth and the eye 
diseases of its people. The men from the University decided that these conditions offered to 
the Mohammedan students an excellent opportunity for service. A small group of the very best 
Moslem boys was selected to undertake this:work. A Cairo physician covered the points on sani- 
tation and the treatment of the eyes which should be made clear to the people. With this as a 
background, Mr. Currie went with them to a mud village. 

One proud Moslem boy took one look at the filth and diseases of the fellahin and turned to 
Mr. Currie. “Sir,” he said, “they are nothing but gamousa (cattle). They do not understand. 
Why do we bother with them?” After much persuasion, he went over to a group and started 
to talk. Like all Egyptians, they started to argue. They knew how to take care of their eyes, and 
the filth and flies made no difference. But Minshawy stood his ground and won their attention. 


aT 


In the next village the enthusiasm of the students was growing. As the crowd gathered 
round the lord, a speaker was dropped and the car moved on until another crowd gathered and 
another speaker was dropped. Finally there were five speakers with five groups of the fellahin 
scattered through the village talking and answering questions. 


When the group finally started home, they were fairly bubbling over with joy and enthusiasm. 
El Sayed Gamil, a high class Moslem from Mecca and a direct descendent of Mohammed, voiced 
the sentiment of the group when he said to Mr. Currie, “Sir, | have heard many times at the 
University that the way to be happy is to do something for someone else. I never understood 
what it all meant before. Today for the first time I have done something for someone else and 
I am very happy.” 

In America this experience may seem rather commonplace, but in Mohammedan Egypt it is 
most significant, because it so clearly portrays the groping for light that is typical of the classes 
which the University is reaching. It also gives one an insight into the genuine joy which these 
Egyptians experience when once they have grasped the principle which one is endeavoring to 
teach. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Cairo, Ecypt 


My dear Dr. Watson: May 25, 1923. 


Eek Oe. After traveling over almost the entire world, I know of no place 
where the Missionaries are scoring for the things that are really worth while, as they 
are doing in the Near East, particularly in Egypt. 

If our people at home, therefore, desire the harvest here to be one hundred per 
cent. to the good, let them give liberally to this mighty cause for righteousness, which 
is being taught by these self-sacrificing godly men and women—the Missionaries. 

I think I might say that just now our people should interest themselves in the 
American University at Cairo, in a way and manner as they have done with Robert 
College at Constantinople, and the great American University at Beirut; for most 
certainly the opportunities to do superlative work along the lines which I have noted. 
are unsurpassed in this metropolis, numbering nearly one million souls. 


Sincerely and faithfully yours, 


tk Morton Howell Dr. J. MORTON HOWELL 
U. S. Minister to Egypt. 


A CHALLENGE TO EVERY FRIEND OF THE UNIVERSITY 


“But you have no dormitory. I cannot let my son live in Cairo away from the University. I 
must send him somewhere else.’ . 

“This is a University, but there is no course which will ft me for Commerce, Law or Scientific 
Agriculture.” 

“You have done well in raising funds for your current budget, but you can’t build a University 


with $150 endowment, which I understand is all that you have.” 


Statements similar to these from Egyptian parents and students, and from American contribu- 
tors have compelled us to undertake the raising of funds to meet the insistent demands for im- 
proving and extending the University’s work. The goal which has been set is as small as we 
dare make it. 


Balatice of tie -Birdret fot $93 GAR arene virgen tu ne ee $50,000.00 
Budget ‘for —1924-25 “Rss 2. ha. suki bs os oa ee: oO, Sed 95,000.00 
Endowments 5 i220 ss osths ces bo eloala she her ed 75,000.00 
Debton' the Property ticePoscdk eos swell ¥ se ee 40,000.00 
Purchase of, land, suburban site ..... 4.10.3) ok eee 50,000.00 
New building’ with auditorium ~......... sso 120,000.00 

$430,000.00 


Cairo University has reached a critical stage in its history. If it is to make full use of 
the opportunity which it now has, provision must be made for a normal, natural growth in the 
future. The above figures provide for an auditorium sufficiently large’to accommodate the stu- 
dents and moderate sized audiences from the Cairo community; for the debt which remains on 
the property; for two years’ current budget which includes provision for a hostel and for the ex- 
penses of the University Extension work; for a start on the purchase of land outside the city for 
the agricultural Department; and for an all too small endowment. 


Every loyal friend of Cairo University who approves: of the work which is being accom- 
plished should no longer put off helping us. We need your help and we need it now. There are 
several ways in which money may be given and any of them will be acceptable—actual cash, 
liberty bonds or other securities, a pledge to cover two, three or five years, or annuity bonds. 
The last method provides for the payment of interest upon the principal contributed until the 
donor’s death, after which the principal becomes the property of the University. 
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